R = T T 2 T VL i
No Objectlon to Declassmcatlon in Part 2010/12/13 LOC-HAK-541-19- 4 6 <

) .

_ MEMORANDUM - R ‘ . o CPen

e ‘mrrz'oNAL SECURITY COUNCIL TIex
_'pe-P-S-BG-RE?/CODEWORD xcns o Fuly 25, 1974

[NSS/NSC Review COmpletedJ

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY%SINGE_R- |

.'FROM: - . .}'ednne W. DavBN{\

‘ SUBJECT& a ;  Minutes of the Washington Special Actions
‘ ' Group Meet1ng Held July 18, 1974

Attached are the minutes af the Washmgton Speclal Actmns Group :
‘Meetmg held July‘ 18, 1974 to dlscuss Cyprus. ‘

: Attachment B

cc: QGen, Scowcroft ‘

C C03376454
s S
Mr, Sagnder ‘ pages 9-15

| —pePSEEREF/CODEWORD  XGDS -

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/12/13 : LOC-HAK-541-19-4-6

aosl el




_ No ObJectlon to Declassmcatlon in Part 2010/12/13 LOC- HAK 541 19 4-6
—T@-P—SE&R—E—T/COD!’ORD/XGDS ‘ o '

L

. .

: WASH]NC}TON SPECIAL ACTIONS GROUP MEETING

July 18, 1974

‘ Time and Place: 11:41 a.m. - 12:22 p.m., White House Situation Room

| Slibjec_t: Cyprus

Participants:
 Chairman: Henry A. Kissinger JCS: Gen. George 5. Brown
L e Lt. Gen. Joha W, Pauly
State: . Robert Ingersoll | ‘ | '
a . Robert McCloskey ClIA: William Colby i
Wells Stabler o | - 25X1 ¢
- John Day : . /
o | ‘ L NSC ~  Richard Kennedy
- Defense; Wllllam Clements ' _ Rosemary Niehuss
‘ ' "Amos Jordan. : | . David Ransom

Harry Bergold Tames Barnum

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS

It was :agreed_ that:
_ -=the JCS would draw up a list of what units were available
in the U. S. and Eurocpe for movement to Cyprus, and how long it would -

take to move those units to the island;

-~that the carrier Forrestal and the amphibious task force would -
stay 24 hours distant from Cyprus at the present time; and

-~there would be no cut-off of military aid to Greece,
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Secretary Kissinger: Bill (Mr. Colby)?

‘Mr. Colby br‘iefed-[from' the attached text.

. Secretary Kissinger: What's this you're fa,lki.ng about?

8 Mr, 'Colby; | The- Sov{et statenient {on its position on the disPute).

(The Secretary 1eft the room to take a phone call at 11 :45 and returned
~at 11:51)

"Mr. Colby continued to brief.

Secretary Kissinger:; BRill (M;’. -Clements)? .

. Mr. Clements: I don't have a lot to say. We do have this report that
| DIA- R .‘ ) . B ‘ . ‘
: 25X1

Secretary Kissinger: The one about Soviet forces at Odessa?

-

. 'Mr. Clements: No, the one about ‘

We got it through your Sit Room. I think you have seen it already. 25X1;

We tend to discount the information since are not going to publish
. it until this afternoon, ‘

N - | 25X1
Secretary Kissinger: Yes, I don't put much credence in that.. I don't think
that would happen while Ecevit is in London. George (General Brown)?

General Brown: There's only one small point of concern to us. As you

- know, our naval forces are now in a holding pattern--well to the west of
Cyprus as we discussed the other day. The amphibious forces are 24 hours
away from Cyprus. Do you think it would be wise to permit them to come
closer, say 10 to 12 hours from the island?

Mr, Clements: One thing that bears on that, Henry. You know we have
- several military programs~~hardware--ongoing with the Greek regime. You -
- may want to play with that one. I am not advocating w'e stop the program,
just that you may want to consider 1t :

‘Secretary K1ss1nggr° Okay', I th1nk about that.

General Brown: Another thlng.' We have not upgraded any alerts. I don't
know whether you might want to or not. :

%PGP—SEG-R—E‘P—/CODEWORD/XGDS
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‘Secretarl K1ssmger' : I don't see any reason at this point. It would only
' draw attention, wouldn't it? The Soviets would know that we have upped
our alert status. How long would it take the 82nd Airborne, for example,
to get to Cyprus 1£ we had to'?

General Brown: There s one co_mpa.ny on two hour alert at all times at
Fayetteville (North Carolina), It would take C130s to get them over there.
They could be loaded in about two hours, but it would take about twelve
hours to get them to Cyprus. I would say it would take 18 hours to get
‘one or two battalions there. - ‘ N ' o

Secretary Kissinger: ( to General Brown) Can I get a chart on how long
it would take to send troops over there? Could we slightly increase the
alert? :

'General Brown; Yes.‘ -

‘ Secretary Kissinger: It's a b1t premature to increase the alert now,
No need at this pomt. - ‘

General Brown: There are, of course, other units in Europe and Germany
that we could send on a quicker basis.

&

‘Secretary Kissinger: Get me a chart of the units available and how much
time it would take from each pla.ce--here and in Europe. Can you do that?
By the end of the day‘?

. Mr. Clemeants: Sure. That amphlbmus force, however, is still what we
"want to. count on; 1t'a the closest. -

\ _Generai Brown: Yes, but it's 24 hours away from Cyprus right now.
Maybe we should move them to within, say, ten’ hc)urs d1stance.

'Secretary Kissinger: No, I don't think we should make any movements
now. I think it's premature.  If the Soviets find out -~and they will-~ they
might misunderstand. We don't know what this Odessa thing is anyway.

Mr. Colby‘:_ How 1‘ohg‘would it take a division to get there? Five or six
days? S o '

General Brown: At least. . It would probably take a battalion about the
-same time, e EEE ‘ :

'Mr. Clements: Our best bet is still that amphibious group.

. TOP SECRET/CODEWORD/XGDS ‘
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~ Secretary Kissinger: How many British troops are on the island?

. General Brown: { think it's about 8,000,

Secretary Kissingef: Are those all combat units?

" General Brown: ‘Some are, Some are housekeeping units. Not all, I'm
- sure, would fight. - . '

Secretary Kissinger: . 1 want to know what we have. Get me that chart.

‘Mr. Colby: Ithink Ihave it here, 2,700 British army troops and 5,300
Royal Air Fox"“ce.personnel. | -

Secretary Kissinger: The UN Security Council meets today. We have
instructed our delegation to delay a vote on the resolution,if they can. We
" -want to assess the Sisco diplomatic effort from London first, We have to
find out first what is negotiable between the Greeks and the Turks, I
agree that an ideal solution would be to get negotiations started, within
ke Zurich frameweork, towards a solution on which all sides would agree.
- I know some of my colleagues believe we are advocating the overthrow of-
the Ioannidis government, but that is not our policy. We still have the
Cyprus problem with Turkish intervention. Our firet objective is to avoid

a Greek-Turkish war and Soviet intervention, We can worry about Ioannidis

‘later. We do not want to tip our hand on a Cyprus solution yet %il' we know
‘what will come out of it, ‘ '

Mr. Colby: I'm not sure that we can stall Makarios that long.

Sécretafy‘Kissinger: Well, we'll see. But how can you bring him back?

Tt's fine to say that everybody is behind Makarios-~that is easy to proclaim.

But t_he\p'roblem-:sti}l remains of how to bring him back?

Mr. Colby: And we don't want a split to develop between the U.S. and the
Soviets over the Cyprus issue, with the Soviets backing Makarios.

' Secretary Kissinger: Exactly. We are not opp'osed to Makarios. What
" ‘we want to do is try to avoid taking a stand. It's bad to get the Security
Council involved. ' :

Amb. Ingersoll: Have you heard from Joe (Mr. Sisco)?

Secretary Kissinger; No,

TOP SECRET/CODEWORD/XGDS
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-

“Mr,  Clements; We can't do much t11 we fmd out what the Br1tlsh and
© Joe have been talking about : ‘ }

'Séc,retarv Kis singer: ‘We_‘are‘: not going to come out against Makarios.

~ If he does come back (to power), fine, but it's better that he comes back
with U. 8. backing than with Soviet backing. ' If the Turks go in and restore
Makarios, he has no alternatwe but to lean more towards the Sowets and

~.the Eastern bloc. '

Mr. Clements: Exactly rig.ht. Let's let the British move out in front on
- this thing. : ‘

‘Secretary Kissinger: And see what they offer for our support. If we
- declare first, the Soviets will get bold and we will give up our bargaining
position. If we say that the Greek officers must go, how can they resist

the pressure? We have a de facto government on the island and a de jure

outside. We must find a compromise between the two. We do not want to
elaborate a theme for Soviet intervention, or Turkish. If the Turks and
the Br1t1sh want Makanos, then we w111 reassess,

TOP SECRET/CODEWORD/XGDS
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Secretary Kis singerﬂ

Now, (returning to the Cyprus problem) on our press line, For the noon
briefing we want to say nothing about the Sisco visit. As far as Makarios,
play it cool, don't say anything if you can avoid it. Just repeat-our
standard line on the territonal mtegnty of Cyprus.

- Mr. Colby: I would like to put in a pxtch for what the British and Ece\nt
- talked about. ‘ -

Secretary Kissinger: Yes, of course. But, _We don't have a report yet.
Oh, you said Ecevit and the British. I thought you meant Sisco. Ecevit
proposed increasing the level of Turkish forces on the island and placing
the National Guard under UN control and then Makarios might be able to

~ come back. This, of course, ‘would make Makarios a Turkish stooge and
he would then look for a counter to Turkish influence i, e., the east bloc.
This would amount to a total shift in the balance of power on the island in
part towards Turkey, but really towards Soviet/east bloc influence.  Even
- the UK is going along; they have pulled back slightly in their public line of
- support for Makarios. If Makarios accepts to come back, we still have

~ the problem of how to get him back. If the Turks brought him back, he
would look for a counter to the Turks. But we have nothing personally
against Makarios. ' |

Mr. Colby: How strong is Ioannidis?

Secretary Kissinger: I'm not worried about Ioannidis. If he falls, fine.
That doesn't worry me. Let him fall because of his own incompetence.
Getting rid of Joannidis is no more a worry than keeping loannidis; it's
no factor., Preventing a Greek~-Turkish war and a shift in the balance of
power are factors. Idon't think Ioannidis is going to survive very long
anyway. o ‘ S

Mr. Colby: ‘.He is‘the weakest link in the ohain.

. Secretary KlSSlnEer_. It’s not in the mterest of the U, S. to cooperate in the

fall of Toannidis. We should walk carefully on this matter and not go off
half cocked.
TOP SECRET/CODFWORD/XGDS

No Objectlon to Declassification in Part 2010/1 2/13 : LOC- HAK-541 -19- 4 6

25X1 }

25X1

i

i Ceaemen o e e e skt = "



No Objection to Dec%éificatioh in Part 2010/12/13 : LOC-H$-541-19-4-6

* TOP SECRET/CODEWORD/XGDS . 7

~ Mr, Stabler: On the Sisco visit.  He pla.ns to go to Athens and possibly
to Ankara, Should we announce that he is going to Ankara?

Secretary. Kissinger: He is not going to Nicosia! What I said was that
:_\:'@i‘sco'woul'd go to Athens but that we can't confirm that he will go on to
Ankara, That depends on the results of his talks in London and Athens.

- Amb, I,ngeréoll:‘ I dp"think it would be wise, however, to say that he may
go on to Turkey, just to bring the Turks into this thing.

~Mr, Clements: I héve just‘ one‘quick‘thing_ on military sales to Greece.

Secretary Kissinger; I thought we made it clear yesterday that no
ambassador will unilaterally decide about military aid programs. That
is an interdepartmental matter and should be brought to this group for
decision. We should be Careful on heavy deliveries of military aid. Don't
stop the stuff already in the pipeline. We'll know more in one week. I
don't .exclude pressure on Greece at some point, but we must wait until-
we see what kind of position the US/UK/Turk talks produce. But I agree -
I wouldn't send ‘the heavy equxpment o : - g

st ol e skt sl ok sl Al R s e ok
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rf.c::_;.,' comnfor _.L.nle w:.d*x Cler des. Hm:ce tna.n the

cvt:zx-.;:;:s, he ‘i; 2 ‘knc;wn ‘quantity since }' is the

‘enlv Crack Cyvprict 're\.mrésc—:-“n‘tat‘:i:ve Wi th wbcm

e Lrequent if irr ’ulur contact

aLLr"lf }.—J‘\c’%\ !
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i:l‘::ou;h the intercommunal talks. !-io:_:aover,'

‘a is a :ﬁfaeraté' and an ac‘ivo’dét’e of the '”’ea.'"i—
Tala" p‘ol,.égr of independsnce rathex than the
“d‘»;‘é.ai'rabl-e_"_‘.policy of enosis. )
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